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SPANISH (SPAN)
SPAN 111 - Beginning Spanish I (4 Credit Hours)
Students learn about the Spanish-speaking world while they start 
developing their Spanish linguistic skills in four basic areas (listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing). Students do a variety of written and oral 
activities that include formal and informal presentations, skits, short 
essays, etc. The course is conducted in Spanish.

SPAN 112 - Beginning Spanish II (4 Credit Hours)
Students continue learning about the Spanish-speaking world while they 
solidify their Spanish linguistic skills at the ACTFL novice level in the 
four basic areas (listening, speaking, reading, and writing). Students do 
a variety of written and oral activities that include formal and informal 
presentations, skits, short essays, etc. The course is conducted in 
Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 111 or placement.

SPAN 211 - Intermediate Spanish (4 Credit Hours)
Students further their knowledge of the Spanish-speaking world while 
developing a functional comprehension and use of spoken and written 
Spanish at the ACTFL novice-high/intermediate-low level. The course 
solidifies grammar structures and emphasizes the acquisition of cultural 
knowledge about the Spanish-speaking world through a wide variety of 
visual and written texts. Conducted in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 112 or placement.

SPAN 213 - Communication Skills (4 Credit Hours)
Students will enhance their proficiency in oral and written Spanish, in 
order to solidify a low-intermediate ACTFL level. Students will develop 
skills such as summarizing, comparing, contrasting and synthesizing. 
Students will practice communicational abilities through discussions, 
oral presentations, debates, reports and film reviews. Audiovisual 
materials, Internet based resources and cultural readings will be 
frequently used texts. Conducted in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 211 or placement.

SPAN 215 - Writing Workshop (4 Credit Hours)
Students develop their writing and analytical skills through an intensive 
writers’ workshop, which includes linguistic, literary, and cultural analysis 
through grammar, readings, discussions, and essay. Students develop 
their writing through expository, argumentative, and analytical essay as 
well as other genres such as chronicle, journal, autobiography, and literary 
translation. Students will write, edit, and evaluate their work and that 
of their peers following models presented through readings organized 
around thematic units. Conducted in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 213 or placement or permission of instructor or 
department chair.

SPAN 217 - Teletandem: Spanish Conversation (1 Credit Hour)
This course is a collaboration between Denison University and the 
Universidad Complutense of Madrid, and it is intended for students 
of SPAN 213, SPAN 215, and SPAN 300 levels. It is a 1-credit course 
that consists of regular conversations with native Spanish speakers, 
and it aims to help students acquire greater skills and confidence in 
both oral and written expression. Moreover, this course will promote 
the familiarization of the students with ACTFL’s 5 Cs: Communication, 
Culture, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities. In this one-
semester-long course, students can communicate with their peers from 
Madrid about topics related to their interests: movies, shows, pop art, 
traveling, sports, art, books, and more.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 211 or waiver.

SPAN 310 - Creative Writing (4 Credit Hours)
Students will enhance their skills in writing and composition through 
literary analysis, literary translation, and practice of the craft of writing 
in different genres (drama, poetry, short story) in the Spanish language. 
Using the close reading of great works of Hispanic literature in the above-
mentioned genres, students will learn to translate literary texts and 
create literature of their own. Students will explore the process of writing, 
editing, and evaluating their work and that of their peers.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 or consent of instructor or department chair; 
no course prerequisite if taught in English; when taught in English, no 
first-year students.

SPAN 312 - Spanish in the United States (4 Credit Hours)
Have you ever heard a Spanish speaker in the United States say escuela 
alta, rufo, llamar para atrás o queik? Or have you heard someone switch 
from English to Spanish in the same sentence? What is Spanglish? Do 
you have a friend who doesn't know Spanish even though his parents 
speak it? Is Spanish a foreign language in the US? Have you ever heard 
someone say that we shouldn't speak Spanish here? The United States 
has a Hispanic population that is larger than most Latin American 
countries. But, unlike other Spanish-speaking countries, Spanish is a 
minority language in the US. In this class, we study various social and 
linguistic phenomena that arise from this situation. Among other topics, 
we analyze the history of Spanish in the US, the racialization of Spanish, 
language policy, Spanish in education, Spanglish, and Latinx identity.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 or permission of the instructor.

SPAN 314 - Translation Studies: Being Translingual and Transcultural (4 
Credit Hours)
This course introduces students to the existing world of translation. 
Students work with written texts, transferring text from a source language 
into a target language (Spanish-English and English-Spanish). This is 
far more than replacing one word with another: the translator must also 
convey the style, tone, and intent of the text. Focus is on the actual 
process of translation: what the translator does and why. Students will 
work mostly with literary and journalistic texts. Students will gain an 
understanding of different cultural communication styles. Students will 
familiarize themselves with the relationship between language and power, 
and the role of the translator as the "in-between" agent.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 or consent of instructor or department chair; 
no course prerequisites if taught in English; when taught in English, no 
first-year students.

SPAN 315 - Foundations of Hispanic Linguistics (4 Credit Hours)
Students will conduct an in-depth analysis of the Spanish grammatical 
system, which includes core areas of linguistics such as morphology, 
syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. Students will analyze the Spanish 
grammatical system in a wide variety of written and oral texts. For 
example, contrastive analysis will be used as a method of problem-
solving. Spanish will be the medium of instruction as well as the content 
area. Written work and oral presentations in Spanish should be produced 
at the ACTFL intermediate-high level. Conducted in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 or consent of instructor or department chair; 
no course prerequisite if taught in English; when taught in English, no 
first-year students.
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SPAN 320 - Survey of Spanish Literature (4 Credit Hours)
Students will analyze Spanish Literature from the Middle Ages to 
the Twentieth Century within its historical, sociocultural and artistic 
contexts. This course offers an overview of main literary periods, 
authors and genres. Students will examine a variety of texts and the 
outstanding characteristics of their authors. Students will engage in 
critical analysis of texts through research essays, creative projects and 
oral presentations, at the ACTFL intermediate-high level. Conducted in 
Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 or consent of instructor or department chair; 
no course prerequisites if taught in English; when taught in English, no 
first-year students.

SPAN 322 - Transatlantic Myth Busters: The Black Legend (4 Credit 
Hours)
Was Inquisition an evil machine created by the Spaniards to terrorize the 
world? Did the Spanish Empire rule over half of the world through fear and 
punishment? Is Spain a barbaric country? Students will address these 
and other questions that arose during the 16th and 17th centuries in 
Europe to analyze the expansion of the Spanish Empire. In this class, we 
will study different power relationships between Spain and Latin America 
and, Spain and Europe. Through historical, literary and cultural texts 
students will analyze the myth known as "The Black Legend" and learn 
about different social and political structures and discursive strategies 
that sustain power. Students will also explore how these have been 
transformed and survive nowadays.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 or consent of instructor or department chair; 
no course prerequisite if taught in English; when taught in English, no 
first-year students.

SPAN 324 - Al-Andalus and Its Diasporas: From the Middle Ages to the 
Present (4 Credit Hours)
Islamic Spain was a place where ancient and new communities 
encountered and transformed each other. Known in the Middle Ages as 
al-Andalus, it continues to occupy the cultural and political imaginations 
of Spain and the Arab world. This class explores al-Andalus through what 
defines it in scholarly and popular discourse: its religious communities 
and the cultural contact and synthesis characterizing them. By placing 
medieval Spain or “Iberia” into its Mediterranean context, the class traces 
the development of Jewish, Christian, and Muslim communities from 
their beginnings in the eastern Mediterranean and their settlement in 
Iberia up to the diasporas in the Mediterranean region today. Rather than 
essentializing religion, we place it in dialogue with language and culture, 
tradition and innovation. As a writing-intensive seminar, students will 
engage the cultural and historical themes of the class through writing in 
daily discussion posts, in-class reflections, midterm essays, and a phased 
research project on a theme chosen by the student. The course is closed 
to first-year students.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 when taught in Spanish, none when taught in 
English.
Crosslisting: MENA 324.

SPAN 325 - Survey of Latin American Literature (4 Credit Hours)
Students will analyze texts from Pre-Columbian times to the present 
within their historical, sociocultural and artistic contexts. This course 
offers an overview of main literary periods, authors and genres. Students 
will examine a variety of texts and the outstanding characteristics of 
their authors. Students will engage in critical analysis of texts through 
research essays, creative projects and oral presentations, at the ACTFL 
intermediate-high level. Conducted in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 or consent of instructor or department chair; 
no course prerequisites if taught in English; when taught in English, no 
first-year students.
Crosslisting: LACS 325.

SPAN 330 - Cultures of Spain (4 Credit Hours)
Students will analyze how the different people of Spain conceive of and 
represent themselves, their attitudes, values, and beliefs. Through a 
multidisciplinary approach, students will explore questions about national 
and regional identities, religious and ethnic communities, cultural 
movements and institutions, canon formation, and popular culture. 
Following a historical perspective, students will examine the evolution of 
institutions, traditions, and various artistic endeavors. Historical, cultural, 
and philosophical texts will be the basis of this class. Students will hone 
the skills of interpreting, relating, categorizing, and critiquing cultural 
works and periods. Students will write analytical essays, present oral 
reports, and take exams as part of the course evaluation. Students will 
achieve an ACTFL intermediate-high level. Conducted in Spanish.

SPAN 335 - Cultures of Latin America (4 Credit Hours)
Students will analyze selected historical themes such as revolution, 
gender and sexual politics, Southern cone dictatorships, human rights, 
and memory. Students will work with a variety of texts: films, testimonies, 
performance art, and fine arts. Students will engage in critical analysis of 
texts through research essays, creative projects and oral presentations, 
at the ACTFL intermediate-high level. Conducted in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 or consent of instructor or department chair; 
no course prerequisites if taught in English; when taught in English, no 
first-year students.

SPAN 338 - All the World is a Stage: Theater and Social Change in the 
Americas (4 Credit Hours)
Discover the vibrant performance practices across the Americas! This 
course explores how theater and performance in Latin America and 
Latinx/a/o communities have shaped social and political realities 
from the colonial era to today. Through readings, videos, and critical 
analysis, we examine avant-garde theater, community activism, street 
performance, and more, tackling key themes like colonialism, revolution, 
gender, borders, and cultural identity. You might even get to visit a 
regional theater festival!
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 or consent of instructor.
Crosslisting: LACS 338.

SPAN 340 - Hispanic Transatlantic Study (4 Credit Hours)
Students will engage in an in-depth study of selected topics in the frame 
of the Atlantic World, which addresses the relations between the cultures 
of Peninsular Spain and Latin America from a transatlantic perspective. 
Students will question Western systems of thought, will interrogate 
structures of power and will develop new connections to the realities 
of the Hispanic World. Students will summarize, compare and contrast, 
synthesize and evaluate cultural themes, actors and events. Students 
will hone their research skills and will demonstrate them through oral 
presentations, in-depth discussions, creative work, research papers, 
poster sessions, webspaces, and wikis that meet the ACTFL intermediate-
high/advanced-low level standards. Conducted in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215.
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SPAN 344 - Creativity and Movement in Contemporary Spain (4 Credit 
Hours)
This course will explore the nature of creativity through the works of 
seven groundbreaking Spanish artists across multiple disciplines: 
Picasso, Dalí, Maruja Mallo, Arrabal, Buñuel, Almodóvar, and Calatrava. It 
will examine how their innovations reshaped artistic norms, challenged 
cultural conventions, and redefined creativity itself. The curriculum 
raises thought-provoking philosophical questions about creativity, such 
as the impact of cultural background on creativity, the role of failure 
in artistic innovation, the balance between originality and constraints, 
how societies define and value creativity differently, and the connection 
between storytelling, social change, activism, and ethical responsibility.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 213 and SPAN 215.

SPAN 361 - Directed Study (1-4 Credit Hours)
A student in good standing may work intensively in areas of special 
interest under the Directed Study plan. A Directed Study is appropriate 
when, under the guidance of a faculty member, a student wants to explore 
a subject more fully than is possible in a regular course or to study a 
subject not covered in the regular curriculum. A Directed Study should 
not normally duplicate a course that is regularly offered. Directed Studies 
are normally taken for 3 or 4 credits. A one-semester Directed Study is 
limited to a maximum of 4 credit hours. Note: Directed Studies may not 
be used to fulfill General Education requirements.

SPAN 362 - Directed Study (1-4 Credit Hours)
A student in good standing may work intensively in areas of special 
interest under the Directed Study plan. A Directed Study is appropriate 
when, under the guidance of a faculty member, a student wants to explore 
a subject more fully than is possible in a regular course or to study a 
subject not covered in the regular curriculum. A Directed Study should 
not normally duplicate a course that is regularly offered. Directed Studies 
are normally taken for 3 or 4 credits. A one-semester Directed Study is 
limited to a maximum of 4 credit hours. Note: Directed Studies may not 
be used to fulfill General Education requirements.

SPAN 363 - Independent Study (1-4 Credit Hours)
Independent Study engages a student in the pursuit of clearly defined 
goals. In this effort, a student may employ skills and information 
developed in previous course experiences or may develop some mastery 
of new knowledge or skills. A proposal for an Independent Study project 
must be approved in advance by the faculty member who agrees to serve 
as the project advisor. Note: Independent Studies may not be used to 
fulfill General Education requirements.

SPAN 364 - Independent Study (1-4 Credit Hours)
Independent Study engages a student in the pursuit of clearly defined 
goals. In this effort, a student may employ skills and information 
developed in previous course experiences or may develop some mastery 
of new knowledge or skills. A proposal for an Independent Study project 
must be approved in advance by the faculty member who agrees to serve 
as the project advisor. Note: Independent Studies may not be used to 
fulfill General Education requirements.

SPAN 382 - Oral Narrative and Storytelling (1-4 Credit Hours)
This seminar explores oral narrative and storytelling through the lens 
of folkloristics and cultural studies, which provide an interpretative 
framework to answer the following questions: What is the nature of 
narrative and its relation to culture? How is narrative constituted by and 
constitutive of its cultures of origin, and how does it function within 
its home cultures? In addition to reading (and listening) to primary 
texts from Spain, Latin America, and Morocco, students will learn the 
theoretical paradigms of folkloristics and cultural studies as well as tools 
available to the researcher. Finally, students will select a tale type from 
the regions studied and map its variation across space/time via ArcGIS 
StoryMaps. Taught in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 215 or consent by instructor.

SPAN 400 - Senior Capstone Seminar (4 Credit Hours)
This seminar integrates the two core courses, the six 300-level courses, 
and the off-campus experience into a culminating research project. 
It focuses on theoretical tools, frameworks and methodologies in 
Hispanic Cultural and Linguistic Studies. This seminar emphasizes the 
development of independent research skills and scholarly writing in 
connection with a research project based on individual students' interests 
in cultural artifacts from the Spanish-speaking and Latino worlds.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 213, SPAN 215, and at the 300 level, any six 
courses (electives).

SPAN 415 - Seminar in Language (4 Credit Hours)
This course focuses on language and its applications. This means that 
we will discuss language as it relates to teaching and learning as well 
as to professional areas such as health, business or tourism. Moreover, 
we will explore the relationship between language and society. Students 
in this class will read and write different academic texts ranging from 
outreach texts to research proposals.
Prerequisite(s): SPAN 315 and one additional 300-level SPAN course or 
consent of instructor or department chair.

SPAN 420 - Seminar in Peninsular Literature (4 Credit Hours)
Study and discussion in depth of a selected topic, writer or work from 
Peninsular literature. Students will summarize, compare and contrast, 
synthesize and evaluate the literary works of an author or a specific 
literary group of writers. Students will hone their research skills and will 
demonstrate them through oral presentations, in-depth discussions, 
creative work, research papers, poster sessions, webspaces, and wikis 
that meet the ACTFL intermediate-high/advanced-low level standards. 
This course will involve the writing of a research paper. Conducted in 
Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): Two 300 level SPAN courses or consent of instructor or 
department chair.

SPAN 425 - Seminar in Latin American Literature (4 Credit Hours)
Study and discussion in depth of a selected topic, writer or work from 
Latin America literature. Students will summarize, compare and contrast, 
synthesize and evaluate cultural themes, actors and events. Students 
will hone their research skills and will demonstrate them through oral 
presentations, in-depth discussions, creative work, research papers, 
poster sessions, webspaces, and wikis that meet the ACTFL intermediate-
high/advanced-low level standards. This course will involve the writing of 
a research paper. Conducted in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): Two 300 level SPAN courses or consent of instructor or 
department chair.
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SPAN 430 - Seminar in Spanish Culture (4 Credit Hours)
Students will study and discuss in depth a selected topic, artist or 
creative work in the culture of Peninsular Spain. Building up on cultural 
structures studied in previous courses, students will advance personal 
critiques and evaluations of creative works. Students will hone their 
research skills and will demonstrate them through oral presentations, 
in-depth discussions, creative work, research papers, poster sessions, 
webspaces, and wikis that meet the ACTFL intermediate-high/advanced-
low level standards. Conducted in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): Two 300 level SPAN courses or consent of instructor or 
department chair.

SPAN 435 - Seminar in Latin American Culture (4 Credit Hours)
Students will study and discuss in depth a selected topic, artist, creative 
work or cultural period in Latin America. Students will summarize, 
compare and contrast, synthesize and evaluate cultural themes, actors 
and events. Students will hone their research skills and will demonstrate 
them through oral presentations, in-depth discussions, creative work, 
research papers, poster sessions, webspaces, and wikis that meet the 
ACTFL intermediate-high/advanced-low level standards. Conducted in 
Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): Two 300-level SPAN courses or consent of instructor or 
department chair.

SPAN 451 - Senior Research (4 Credit Hours)
Students may enroll in Senior Research in their final year at Denison. 
Normally, Senior Research requires a major thesis, report, or project in 
the student's field of concentration and carries eight semester-hours of 
credit for the year. Typically, a final grade for a year-long Senior Research 
will not be assigned until the completion of the year-long Senior Research 
at the end of the second semester. Each semester of Senior Research is 
limited to a maximum of 4 credit hours. Note: Senior Research may not 
be used to fulfill General Education requirements.

SPAN 452 - Senior Research (4 Credit Hours)
Students may enroll in Senior Research in their final year at Denison. 
Normally, Senior Research requires a major thesis, report, or project in 
the student's field of concentration and carries eight semester-hours of 
credit for the year. Typically, a final grade for a year-long Senior Research 
will not be assigned until the completion of the year-long Senior Research 
at the end of the second semester. Each semester of Senior Research is 
limited to a maximum of 4 credit hours. Note: Senior Research may not 
be used to fulfill General Education requirements.


