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DATA FOR POLITICAL
RESEARCH (MINOR)
Mission Statement
The scope of the world’s social and political problems is simply too
great to rely on personal observation as a route to understanding. We
need systematic observation of unbiased data to accurately diagnose,
understand, and treat them. The DPR minor aims to foster a problem-
centric, quantitative approach to understanding the interactions of
people, society, and their governing institutions. Students in the minor
will receive training in how to design research for social impact, how to
analyze data for more certain conclusions, and how to visualize data and
results for clarity and persuasion in service of understanding politics in
its many contexts. Together, design, analysis, and visualization enable
researchers to contribute their own answers to pressing social and
political questions with opportunities for oral and written translation
of that expertise to public audiences. In this way, DPR students are
encouraged to consider how they can use quantitative social science
tools of design, analysis, and visualization to serve and inform the public
consistent with the Denison mission.

Departmental Guidelines
DPR students are interested in why and how people and policies act
in the way they do. Coming to understand human political behavior
and policy impact hinges on 1) research design to turn theory into
questions and 2) analysis and visualization of data generated by those
research designs to reach confident conclusions. Compatible with any
major, the minor offers desirable skills in any organizational, academic,
or government setting: comprehension of social science research
methods, writing with data for public audiences, and conducting original
quantitative research. 

DPR is the also home of the onetwentyseven.blog (http://
onetwentyseven.blog/), dedicated to addressing questions with evidence
to offer reflection with data on Denison and Denisonians. Over the past
five years, we have published hundreds of data-driven posts by authors
from all sorts of academic backgrounds, including political science,
sociology, economics, data analytics, and more.

Faculty
Associate Professor Paul Djupe, Chair

Assistant Professors Shiri Noy, Anthropology/Sociology; Zarrina
Juraqulova, Economics

Visiting Assistant Professor Miles Williams

View faculty profiles and contact information (https://denison.edu/
academics/data-for-political-research/faculty-staff/)

Requirements
The proposed minor consists of 6 courses – 3 courses from the 100s
and 200s (one 100 and two 200-levels) followed by three upper-level,
quantitative explorations in various contexts. One 100-level should be
taken before taking a 200-level course; it is recommended that 101 be
taken before 201 and 250. DPR courses often cross-list with several
majors. All DPR courses are social science courses for the purpose of
assigning GE credit.

Three Course Skills Sequence (one 100-level and 2 200s):

Code Title
DPR 101 Data Visualization for Political

Research
DPR 201 Design and Data Analysis for Social

Impact
DPR 250 Writing with Data in the Public

Interest
DPR 190 Introductory Special Topics
DPR 290 Intermediate Special Topics

Choice of Three Upper-Level Course Offerings:

Code Title
DPR 310 Doing Democracy Differently
DPR/POSC 311 Political Organizations in the U.S
DPR/POSC 312 Religion and Politics in U.S.
DPR 313 American Political Behavior
DPR 314/POSC 315 Power and Gender
ANSO 351 Survey Research Methods
ECON 307 Introductory Econometrics
DPR 361 Directed Study
DPR 362 Directed Study
DPR 363 Independent Study
DPR 364 Independent Study
DPR 390 Advanced Special Topics

Courses
DPR 101 - Data Visualization for Political Research (4 Credit Hours)
We are awash in data from all kinds of generating processes. When
people vote, data are generated. When members of parliament open
their mouths, we have data. Court rulings, polling, protests, passing
legislation, raising money – all provide us with data. This course will
help you understand political data and what to do with it. That means
we will confront all sorts of data, gain techniques to wrangle it, and then
explore the wide variety of visualization techniques available. By the end
of the course, you will have essential data manipulation skills and have a
sizable data visualization toolkit. In addition, you will be able to articulate
theories of visualization to explain why you chose certain options and will
work toward written communication that is as striking and clear as your
data viz.

DPR 190 - Introductory Special Topics (4 Credit Hours)
Introductory topics in Data for Political Research.

DPR 199 - Introductory Topics in Data for Political Research (1-4 Credit
Hours)
A general category used only in the evaluation of transfer credit.
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DPR 201 - Design and Data Analysis for Social Impact (4 Credit Hours)
There are so many areas of political life that are governed by intuition
and conventional wisdom. But is the conventional wisdom true? In order
to confidently make progress solving social problems we need to know
how people work and whether interventions have the intended impacts.
The course has three goals. While reading research on a wide range
of interesting questions about our political world, we will continually
discuss problems of causal inference – the degree to which we have
confidence that x causes y. We’ll learn about various approaches to
causal research, covering a range of research designs in the social
sciences. And, third, we’ll practice analyzing data from these research
designs using modeling techniques appropriate for each. You will leave
this course with the training needed to critique research but also to
conduct your own research, offering appropriate caveats about how
much we can confidently know.

DPR 250 - Writing with Data in the Public Interest (4 Credit Hours)
This course addresses a critical goal that is often neglected in the
sciences – the translation of scientific results for the public. Even if the
goal of science is to make progress in the public interest, a key way that
the public knows about scientific results as well as maintains support for
scientific projects is through communication. Thus, the primary goal is
to develop skills of written communication with scientific content that is
appropriate for general public consumption. The course covers a concern
for narrative, translating scientific jargon without loss of meaning,
providing detail to convey appropriate levels of certainty, addressing
audience needs, and packing considerable material into short passages,
while respecting the ethics of reporting to the public. Integration with the
onetwentyseven.blog is emphasized.

DPR 290 - Intermediate Special Topics (4 Credit Hours)
Intermediate topics in Data for Political Research.

DPR 299 - Intermediate Topics in Data for Political Research (1-4 Credit
Hours)
A general category used only in the evaluation of transfer credit.

DPR 310 - Doing Democracy Differently (4 Credit Hours)
Democracy is often assumed to mean ‘electoral democracy’ such as
that practiced in the United States. However, there are many democratic
deficits of electoral democracy and alternate models are available.
We will spend the semester exploring these alternate models that
emphasize citizen deliberation. Special emphasis is placed on empirical
assessments of the many dimensions of process and outcome, as well
as application to the many organizational environments in which we are
enmeshed. The course is meant to be paired with the innovative Student
Advisory Board program implemented by DCGA to inject direct citizen
deliberative input in their legislative process.
Prerequisite(s): DPR 201 or POSC 201 or consent of instructor.

DPR 311 - Political Organizations in the U.S (4 Credit Hours)
"Democracy is unthinkable save in terms of the parties." Yet, some,
including the Founding Fathers, have been less sure of Schattschneider's
truism, warning of the mischiefs of faction. Political organization,
however, by most accounts has been the engine and structure of
American democracy throughout its two centuries. Parties, interest
groups, and social movements have formed and acted to create and
insure that American democracy truly is of, by, and for the people. In the
course, we will investigate the formation, maintenance, and death of
political organizations, the effectiveness and representative nature of
political organizations, the strategies and resources of organizations,
as well as recent challenges by such factors as increased individualism,
media, technology and money. Organizations considered may include: the
Republican, Democratic, and third parties; major interest groups such as
the Sierra Club, AARP, NRA, Christian Coalition, Chamber of Commerce,
and unions; and social movements such as the women's, civil rights, and
Christian conservative movements.

DPR 312 - Religion and Politics in U.S. (4 Credit Hours)
This course offers an intensive analysis of the many connections
between the American religious and political systems. Questions
considered include whether religion is fulfilling its democratic
responsibilities, the constitutional bounds of the relationship between
church and state, the religious dimensions of American political behavior,
religious influences on political institutions and decision makers, and
religious interest group activity.

DPR 313 - American Political Behavior (4 Credit Hours)
This course focuses on the involvement of the public in American
political processes. We will address such questions as: Why do citizens
vote? For whom do they vote? How else do citizens involve themselves in
the political process and why? What does the public think about political
issues? What forces can change the nature, concerns, and behavior
of the electorate? What are the prospects for a workable participatory
democracy in America? The course is geared toward the conduct of
statistically-based research on substantive problems in American
political behavior.

DPR 314 - Power and Gender (4 Credit Hours)
Despite considerable progress, gender remains an essential dividing line
in politics. Gender gaps in opinion, the double-bound treatment of public
officials, the exercise of power, political opportunities, and imbalances in
role models, not to mention differences in socialization and psychology
all shape what amounts to the political “gender system.” In this course,
we will dig into how political power is sought and utilized through a
gendered lens that lays bare essential questions of equality in developed
societies. To gain an appreciation for equal representation and our role in
achieving it, we need to understand the nature of bias and the individual,
social, and institutional forces that contribute to and help alleviate that
bias. Students will conduct a range of original empirical research to
contribute to these important debates.

DPR 361 - Directed Study (1-4 Credit Hours)
Directed Studies are undertaken at the initiative of the student and may
involve any topic acceptable to the student and an instructor.

DPR 362 - Directed Study (1-4 Credit Hours)
Directed studies are undertaken at the initiative of the student and may
involve any topic acceptable to the student and an instructor.

DPR 363 - Independent Study (1-4 Credit Hours)
Independent Study in Data for Political Research.

DPR 364 - Independent Study (1-4 Credit Hours)
Independent Study in Data for Political Research.
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DPR 390 - Advanced Special Topics (4 Credit Hours)
Advanced topics in Data for Political Research.

DPR 399 - Advanced Topics in Data for Political Research (1-4 Credit
Hours)

DPR 451 - Senior Research (4 Credit Hours)
Senior Research in Data for Political Research.

DPR 452 - Senior Research (4 Credit Hours)
Senior Research in Data for Political Research.


